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Press Release: American Evaluation Association Leaders Applaud Proposal to Strengthen Government
Evaluation

The following is a joint statement from American Evaluation Association President Leslie Goodyear,
President-Elect Tessie Catsambas, and Past-President Kathy Newcomer, and refers exclusively to the text
on pages 118-120 of the U.S. Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB) June 2018 Government Reform and

Reorganization Plan about evaluation policy:

“The American Evaluation Association applauds the Office of Management and Budget's (OMB)
specific proposal to strengthen federal evaluation practices.

“OMB'’s proposal to institutionalize evaluation in government by identifying responsible senior
leaders and by documenting government funding for program evaluation, offersa productive
strategy for enabling and monitoring government’s evaluation infrastructure. In addition, the plans
to establish expectations for government agencies to develop multi-year learning agendas and to
strengthen the role of evaluation in the budget process, are welcome effortsto strengthen
government’s evidence-building and evaluation capacity.

“The American Evaluation Association looks forward to working with OMB and federal agencies to
support these and other strategies that enable a culture of learning and improvement in
government.”
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The American Evaluation Association is a professional association of evaluators devoted to the application and
exploration of program evaluation, personnel evaluation, technology, and many other forms of evaluation.
Evaluation involves assessing the strengths and weaknesses of programs, policies, personnel, products, and
organizations to improve their effectiveness. The American Evaluation Association has approximately 7,600
members representing all 50 states in the United States as well as over 80 countries. The American Evaluation
Association seeks to act in ways that embody our mission, vision, and values in pursuit of our defined policies and
goals.
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